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4  December 2019 
 
Dear Gillian 
 
I am writing to progress discussions regarding the timescales for the update to the Climate 
Change Plan.   
 
As you know, I have previously committed to updating the Climate Change Plan within 6 
months of Royal Assent. Royal Assent was given on 31 October 2019, so I can now be even 
more specific and confirm that the update will be laid in Parliament by 30 April 2020.  
   
I have given serious consideration to the Committee’s wish to take time for extended scrutiny 
of this update, however I am determined that the pace of action to tackle climate change 
should increase. There is a global climate emergency and it is within that context that 
Government is updating the Plan within a fraction of the time it would take to produce a new 
Plan. I want the update to be finalised quickly, to provide the clarity to businesses, investors, 
and communities about what is needed, and to prompt an increased pace of action on the 
ground. 
 
Therefore, I refer you to my correspondence in August this year: if the Parliament can 
approach the scrutiny of the update with the urgency with which Government is producing 
the response, and conduct that scrutiny within 30 days, I will commit to Government 
responding equally quickly. This will allow the step-change in action that we all agree is 
necessary and that the Parliament has – rightly – pushed for. 

                                      
 

 
Roseanna Cunningham 
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